 MP INFORMATION PACK
Supporting Teachers Across the UK: Challenges, Evidence 
& How Parliament Can Help

Why Reteach Matters
Teachers across the UK face growing pressures: rising workload, uneven access to high quality resources, and increasing expectations to teach complex, sensitive, and contested topics. These challenges directly affect curriculum quality, teacher retention, quality resources, and increasing expectations to teach complex, sensitive, and contested topics. These challenges directly affect curriculum quality and teacher retention.
This pack summarises the official evidence, the challenges teachers report, and how you can support practical, low-cost solutions such as Reteach.

The UK Wide Challenges Facing History Teachers‑Wide Challenges Facing History Teachers
(All evidence comes from official and trustworthy sources such as Ofsted, the Historical Association, DfE, NFER, NEU)
1. Wide variation in curriculum quality and depth
Ofsted reports “significant differences in the quality of history teaching” across schools, with many pupils receiving a curriculum lacking depth, coherence, or chronological rigour. Source: Ofsted, History Research Review (2021)
2. Inconsistent access to high quality resources‑quality resources
Some schools rely on superficial or generic materials, limiting pupils’ historical understanding. Source: Ofsted, History Research Review (2021)
3. Teachers lack confidence teaching sensitive or contested histories
The Historical Association finds widespread anxiety around teaching empire, migration, race, and other complex topics. Source: HA Annual Survey of History Teachers (2023)
“Teachers report feeling anxious about teaching topics such as empire, migration and race without clearer guidance or reliable resources.” -Historical Association, 2023
4. Non-specialists increasingly teach specialists subjects
Many schools rely on non‑specialists due to wider workforce shortages. Source: HA Secondary Survey (2024)
5. Uneven development of disciplinary knowledge
Pupils are not consistently taught core historical concepts (evidence, causation, change, significance). Source: Ofsted, 2021 
6. Curriculum time pressures
Limited curriculum time leads to rushed coverage rather than meaningful understanding. Source: Ofsted, 2021
Teacher Workload & Retention: The National Picture
Workload is the top driver of teachers leaving the profession
· Teachers cite long hours, high workload, and wellbeing concerns. Source: DfE Working Lives of Teachers and Leaders (2023/24)
Recruitment and retention remain “significantly challenging”
· Workload and pay are key drivers. Source: NFER Teacher Labour Market in England (2024)
Teachers report unmanageable workload
· 41% say workload is “unmanageable”; 37% “barely manageable”. Source: NEU Teacher Workload Survey (2024)
What Teachers Currently Turn To
Official surveys show teachers often rely on:
· Google searches
· YouTube videos
· Unverified worksheets
· Outdated or generic resources
· Materials not designed for non‑specialists
Teachers consistently say they want:
· Accuracy
· Clarity
· Ready-to-use materials‑to‑use materials
· Support with contested history
· Resources that reduce workload
· Subject expert guidance‑expert guidance

How Reteach Adress DfE Curriculum Review

	Government Curriculum and Assessment Review – Goals & Problems
	How Reteach Addresses This

	“It is vital that schools and colleges are able to innovate and respond to local needs, and that teachers have the flexibility to extend the curriculum and draw out its relevance for the young people in their classrooms.”
	Democratises access to high-quality curriculum materials: Free, curated resources, videos, podcast and quizzes remove local procurement barriers so every teacher, whether in a small rural school or a large city, can teach from the same subject expert created material.

	“The current system is not working well for all… we must promote high aspirations and raise standards for the significant group of young people for whom the current system creates barriers.”
	Directly supports a broader, more diverse curriculum: Ready-to-teach units and recommended texts make it straightforward to bring under-represented voices and topics into lessons, with built-in notes on each resource so teachers can confidently broaden content without extra prep.

	“A well-structured and refreshed curriculum can… reduce unnecessary inequities and barriers to learning, provide clarity and coherence for teachers, and better support young people with diverse needs.”
	Democratises access to high-quality materials: Reteach removes gatekeeping. Every teacher, in every school, gets the same expert-curated books, videos, reading list and resources, levelling up classroom provision without extra local procurement.

	“Teachers need more practical support to make curriculum content accessible and inclusive so that all young people can see themselves represented.”
	Directly supports a broader, more diverse curriculum: Ready-to-teach units and recommended texts make it straightforward to bring under-represented voices and topics into lessons, with built-in notes on each resource so teachers can confidently broaden content without extra prep.

	“The Review emphasises the need for clear exemplification and practical resources to support curriculum delivery and adaptation for different contexts.”
	Classroom-proven, workload-reducing resources: Subject-expert written and teacher-tested resources, educational videos and assessment-ready quizzes mean less time planning. That practical time saving reduces day-to-day workload and supports teacher wellbeing and retention.

	“It is essential that teachers are supported to develop their subject knowledge and have access to up-to-date, evidence-based materials.”
	Democratises access to high-quality curriculum materials: Free, curated resources, videos, podcast and quizzes remove local procurement barriers so every teacher, whether in a small rural school or a large city, can teach from the same subject expert created material.

	“The curriculum must enable young people to broaden their horizons and understand multiple perspectives in a diverse society.”
	Rapid-response topical tooling & national reach: Reteach helps teachers expand their students’ horizons by offering resources that present multiple viewpoints, for instance, our Irish Perspectives on the Easter Rising materials help students see historical conflicts from the other side.

	“Curriculum reform should be informed by evidence of what works in the classroom and what teachers find most effective.”
	Generates actionable evidence for policy: Aggregated, anonymised usage data, short teacher feedback and case studies provide policymakers with quick, practical signals about what works in classrooms, reducing the need for expensive, long-run pilots while informing smarter, evidence-based choices.

	“Education must connect students to their communities and to real-world contexts that enrich learning.”
	Bridges schools with community partners: Many of the resources open a door to local activities to each school and collaborations with museums, libraries and employers turning external partnerships into curriculum-relevant learning that widens opportunity and enriches local provision.

	“The Review recommends that implementation should prioritise pragmatic, cost-effective approaches that minimise teacher workload.”
	National platform & reach: Podcast and digital channels amplify best practice and policy conversations UK-wide. Digital distribution means national reach is achievable and low cost but high impact. Reteach removes gatekeeping. This makes Reteach a pragmatic, fiscally responsible vehicle for improving classroom practice across the UK.



How Reteach Helps Teachers
Reteach is a free, resource written by subject and designed to address the exact challenges identified in official evidence.
Reteach provides:
· Free, curriculum aligned resources‑aligned resources
· Expert written content for accuracy and depth‑written content
· Support for non‑specialists teaching humanities
· Guidance on sensitive and contested topics
· Ready-to-use materials that reduce workload‑to‑use materials
· Diverse perspectives aligned with curriculum aims
· Clear disciplinary thinking (evidence, causation, significance)
Challenge → How Reteach Helps
	Challenge
	How Reteach Helps

	High workload
	Ready-to-use, curriculum aligned materials reduce planning time‑to‑use, curriculum‑aligned materials reduce planning time

	Uneven access to 
quality resources
	Free, expert designed content which democratises access‑designed content 

	Non‑specialists teaching humanities
	Clear, structured lessons written by subject experts to support confident teaching

	Need for diversity & representation
	Guides include broader perspectives and subject knowledge

	Curriculum review demands deeper knowledge
	Provides depth, clarity, and coherence

	Teaching contested history
	Balanced, expert written materials support safe, confident teaching‑written materials support safe, confident teaching


How Reteach Supports the Curriculum Review
Reteach aligns directly with government aims to:
· Raise standards
· Strengthen subject knowledge
· Improve curriculum coherence
· Support teacher workload reduction
· Ensure diversity and representation in the curriculum
· Provide accessible, high-quality materials for all schools‑quality materials for all schools
Reteach is a low cost, high impact intervention that supports both teachers and pupils.
What You Can Do
MPs can play a crucial role in ensuring teachers have access to the resources they need.
Practical actions MPs can take:
· Champion access to free, high quality curriculum materials‑quality curriculum materials
· Treat resource provision as a workload reduction strategy
· Support non‑specialists teaching humanities
· Encourage schools in their constituency to use verified resources
· Move the conversation away from culture wars and toward practical support
· Help secure partnerships that expand Reteach’s reach
· Share information packs with local schools, (Multi‑Academy Trusts) MATs and teacher training providers‑training providers
· Highlight the importance of expert led resources in debates and committees‑led resources in debates and committees
· Advocate for resource equity in education policy discussions
Contact & Follow Up‑Up
We can provide:
· Demonstrations of the Reteach platform
· Briefings tailored to your constituency or policy interests
· Digital versions of this information pack for sharing with local schools
· Support for engagement with MATs, local authorities, and teacher training providers‑training providers
· Expert insight on curriculum review implications for history teaching
· Connections to teachers and subject specialists for further evidence gathering

To arrange follow up discussions or request additional materials, please contact: 
Laura Martin Laderas 
Email: laura.martin@alcs.co.uk 
Phone: 07730 466 262
Website: reteach.org.uk


